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PAY YOUR DEBTS

By Rev. E.C.B. Hallam

We talk of giving to the cause of Christ, and most Christians think they are doing 
something in the way of giving of their means to the Lord. But before making much 
pretension as to liberality  in giving, it might be well to pause and ask ourselves whether 
or not our just debts are paid.

The Lord Jesus does condescend to accept gifts from us – gifts prompted by love – but 
not until we have laid on His altar that which He claims as His own.

This claim many Christians absolutely refuse to recognize, and, therefore, never pay; and 
yet they have much to say about giving to the Lord. 

It is written, in Leviticus 27:30, that the one-tenth of all we have “… is the Lord’s; it is 
holy unto the Lord.” That is to say, the Lord claims that proportion of our means as His 
portion, and requires that it be honestly set apart for His work and worship.

Now, what belongs to God certainly cannot belong to another, and no man has a shadow 
of right to appropriate it, or any portion thereof, to his own use. In paying to God one-
tenth of the all  He has given me, I am not giving, but  paying honest debt; giving does not 
begin until the last fraction of the debt is paid. Suppose one mans owes another ten 
dollars, which he refuses to pay, but instead offers him a few cents occasionally as a gift. 
Will he not refuse to recognize or receive the gift until the debt is acknowledged and 
paid? He most certainly will. 

It may  be said that such a rule would reduce the number of givers to a very small 
minority. So much the worse for the so-called givers. Is it  not God’s rule? Does He not 
say to His people, “Pay me the tenth of all that I have given you, and then bring your 
free-will offerings, and I will accept them and bless you.” The whole tenor of the Word, 
in its teachings on liberality, may be summed up  in that one sentence. Not a few excuse 
themselves and shirk the paying of a tithe because, as they say, “Tithing was purely 
Jewish institution, and it has passed away with the system of which it formed a part.”

This is only true in part. There were three tithes required of the Jews: 

1. One every year for the service of the sanctuary. Numbers 18:21: “And, behold, I 
have given the children of the Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their 
service which they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.”
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2. Another tithe was demanded every year for religious festivals. Deuteronomy 
14:22,23: “Thou shalt truly  tithe all the increase of thy  seed, that the field bringeth 
forth year by  year. And though shalt eat before the Lord thy God in the place which 
He shall choose to place His name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy  wine, and of 
thine oil,” etc., etc. This second tithe was to be eaten by the people themselves, “… 
that thou mayest learn to fear thy God always.” 

3. Still another tithe was demanded, once in three years, for the poor. Deuteronomy 
14: 28,29: “At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine 
increase the same year, and shalt  lay it up within thy gates: and the Levite (because 
he hath no part nor inheritance with thee), and the stranger, and the fatherless, and 
the widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied.” 

This law concerning the tithe for the poor was peculiar to the Jewish polity, and passed 
away with the polity. 

The second, tithe, for religious feasts, is not now required, inasmuch as the feasts 
themselves have disappeared. 

But the first tithe, for the service of the sanctuary, i.e., for the work and worship of God, 
has never been abolished; or, if it has, the scriptural evidence of such abolition is 
wanting. True, the sanctuary  as then served has passed away, but the work and worship of 
God still remain. It was for this the tithe was required, and not for the building in which 
the service was rendered.

Tithing was prior to Judaism, i.e., prior to “the sanctuary,” because the work and worship 
of God were prior to it. Why, then, should not  tithing survive Judaism, seeing that  the 
work for which it has been paid still exists? Until the “service of the sanctuary” in every 
form shall cease, the necessity for its tithe exists. Until God surrenders His claim upon us 
for the service of His sanctuary, the “tenth is the Lord’s.” 

This is God’s minimum demand – God’s alphabet of self-denial for His people. He asks, 
at least, one-tenth of the all which He has given to us, for Himself.

Surely every child of God ought to admit this claim, and feel bound by  the law of love to 
pay God His tenth before he talks about giving to God. Bound, not by a legal enactment, 
as was the Jew, but by the law of love, as were the patriarchs. They felt the moral 
obligation, to do this before any law was promulgated, and cheerfully did it. God 
recognized the propriety and equity of the practice by inserting a clause in His law 
requiring it from His people. It was, however, a law without a penalty, being left  to the 
prompting of piety to decide as to its payment. Hebrew piety cheerfully paid it, and shall 
Christian piety  withhold it? Every Christian knows that our obligations to God under the 
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Gospel are commensurate with our increased privileges, and these are far superior to 
those of the Hebrew under his restricted economy. May it not be justly claimed, then, that 
Christian honesty demands the cheerful, prompt, regular and systematic payment of at 
least one-tenth into God’s treasury, because “it is the Lord’s.” Others object to this 
practice because they “do not find any recognition of it in the New Testament.” Can they 
show, by clear New Testament evidence, that it has been abolished? We think not.

Besides, were such evidence forthcoming, with reference to positive statute, it would by 
no means prove that the duty is no longer binding. Do not fathers often give positive 
commands to their children, the moral reasons for which the children utterly fail to 
comprehend? Take, for instance, the law of the consecration of the Sabbath. Christian 
fathers insist upon Sabbath observance in their families long before the child can 
understand the moral reasons for such a law. But when the child has grown up, and is no 
longer under the positive law of his father, he feels the duty  of Sabbath consecration 
without the law, and the Sabbath is kept, not because of the father’s law, now no longer 
binding, but for moral reasons, now thoroughly understood. May not the same have been 
the case with regard to the law of tithing? Positive laws given until the obligation should 
be well understood, and then God’s people left to the law of love. 

Again, if the New Testament were utterly  silent on this subject, it might be argued that it 
was silent because the principle was so thoroughly  understood, in New Testament times, 
and the practice so general that mention was not necessary. Is it not a very significant fact 
that New Testament writers make no mention of the abolition of this law, if it be 
abolished? How easy it would have been for them to mention this, in connection with 
other matters of whose “fulfillment” (abolition”) they did write! This omission can only 
be accounted for on the supposition that there has been no repeal of this law. 

But is the New Testament silent on the subject? Decidedly not. Read Matthew 23:23: 
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay  tithe of mint and anise and 
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: 
these ought ye to have done, and NOT TO LEAVE THE OTHER UNDONE.” 

The Lord Jesus Christ, in these words, teaches distinctly that “the weightier matters of the 
law” should receive our first attention; but He does not hint, even remotely, that the “tithe 
of mint and anise and cummin” were of no importance at all, but rather that it was a 
matter not to be left undone. Had he come to abrogate this law, as He did to abolish (by 
fulfillment) some other things in the law, this was an excellent opportunity for Him to 
give us an intimation of it. No such intimation is given, but, instead, He rather enforces 
its authority, and the law stands unrepealed.
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It seems clear, then, that the obligation to tithe himself, in love for Christ, rests upon the 
Christian. The duty  is here asserted, incidentally it is true, but not the less emphatically, 
by the very highest authority, that of our beloved Master Himself. 

Again, it is thought that the Apostles recognized the principle in their epistles. In 1 
Corinthians 16:2, Paul says: “Upon the first day  of the week let every  one of you lay by 
him in store as God has prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.” 

What does this phrase, “as God has prospered him,” teach? If it teaches anything - has 
any force at all - it teaches that a DEFINITE PROPORTION of our income should be 
regularly and systematically stored for God. The proportion is not here mentioned, 
because it was well understood. The Corinthian church, established by  Paul himself, was 
seven years old at the time of this writing; and surely Paul had not neglected to instruct 
them in the precious privilege of Christian liberality! Nay, rather, but his epistles are 
burdened with such instruction! (See chapters 8 and 9 of 2 Corinthians.) Next to the great 
subject of Justification by Faith, there is no one thing upon which Paul has so much to 
say, as upon liberality. 

Moses taught, “Pay a tithe of all to God for the service of the sanctuary.” Paul teaches, 
“Store it for God every week.” Paul and Moses do not disagree; nor does Paul attempt to 
modify  or improve upon Moses’ teaching; he merely  ventures upon an enlargement of the 
precept. Moses says, “Pay proportionally;” and Paul adds, “Pay regularly  and 
systematically.” Moses’ teaching was well understood, and Paul needed not to reiterate it. 
He only found it necessary to enforce a regular and systematic observance of it. 

Paul’s suggestion in regard to the weekly observance of the rule is a wise one. 

A person my be utterly  unable to pay $26 a year in a lump, as his tithe, whereas he could, 
with the utmost ease, pay 50 cents a week, and store it for God. 

We have seen that the patriarchs practiced this principle, and that just as soon as God had 
a separate people, He set His seal upon it by incorporating it in His law for their 
governance. 

The reason for this obvious. The system is eminently just and equitable. 

All must do something for God and His cause, and God places the minimum in His law, 
at not less than a tenth. Rich and poor alike must  begin at this; and no rich man, paying 
his thousands, could upbraid his poor neighbor, whose payments were away  down in the 
units. They gave in the same ratio. 
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Again, this system makes it easy for all, especially for the poor man. He gives in small 
sums regularly, and does not find it oppressive. 

Then, the larger ability of the rich man was not shut out. All must pay a tenth, to begin 
with; but any man may give as much more as his means will allow, and his love may 
prompt. 

If all Christians would only adopt God’s method - Bible finance- they would be amazed 
to find themselves paying into God’s treasury many times their present meagre payments 
on the hap-hazard, give-as-you-please method. 

It would be difficult to find a person who has once honestly tithed his means for the cause 
of Christ, and has wearied of it, and gone back again to the no-system way of 
contributing. 

Would that the Church generally  could be induced to adopt this principle and follow this 
practice! Beginning with a tenth, no man need stop at that. As his means increase, he can, 
after paying God the tenth He claims as His own, begin to know something of the luxury 
of giving. 

No man is so poor that he cannot afford to do this. Every man can afford to be honest 
with God!

Will God permit  any  man to suffer in doing what He requires to be done? Read 
Deuteronomy 14:28,29, and note especially  the last clause, “... that  the Lord thy God may 
bless thee in all the work of thine hand, which thou doest.” A still stronger statement is 
made in Proverbs 3:9,10: “Honor the Lord with thy increase, so shall thy barns be filled 
with plenty, and thy presses burst out with new wine.”

To the obedient a very precious promise is given in Malachi 3:10,11: “Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in my  house, and prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the 
devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruit of your ground, neither shall 
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of Hosts.” Oh, that 
professed believers would take the Lord at His word, honor Him with their substance, and 
trust Him. 

As a matter of fact, Christians cannot afford to pay less than a tenth, for they  will 
invariably  find that the remaining nine-tenths with God’s blessing would be of far greater 
value to them than the ten-tenths without it. 
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If God’s children would pay up as God has prospered them, they  would realize the 
preciousness of that saying of Jesus, which Paul has rescued form oblivion, “It is more 
blessed to give than it  is to receive.” They would soon learn to give, not as a mere matter 
of duty, but because they love to give. God is always giving. God loves to give - always 
gives His best gifts; and those who give, and give their best gifts, because they  love to 
give, are, so far, like God. 

WHERE THERE IS LITTLE LOVE FOR GIVING, THERE IS VERY LITTLE 
LIKENESS TO GOD.

The End of “Pay Your Debts” by By Rev. E.C.B. Hallam

~~~

Thank you for taking the time to download and read this resource on tithing. 

May God Richly Bless You!

~~~
“Where your treasure is,

there will your heart be also.” 
— Luke 12:34

~~~
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Christian Meditation Resources:

Christian Meditation: 
RENEW YOUR MIND IN HIM

Christian Meditation: 
SUPERNATURAL HEALING POWER OF THE WORD

Christian Meditation Music: 
RELAXATION FOR YOUR SOUL

Checkout audios at: www.Meditation-Christian.com
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Christian Books:

Christian Meditation Guide: 
Biblical Answers To The Top 20 Questions 

About Meditating God’s Word

by Brenda Marsolek
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